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>. * 3 Occaſion of Preaching this Sermon, was' 
 * þÞK /utable to the Text, a good Man's Recovery :- 
of Printing it , the defire of Copies, and the Preſs 
Was for this judg'd the readieſt way : and thus though | 
intended but for few, may be for the uſe of many. The 
Author # one neither ſeeks applauſe, nor ftars cenſure; —_ 
if it may do thy ſoul any benefit , he has his end.. 10 | 
which purpoſe this Synoplis- was added , that thou 
mighteft havs the Method and Heads of the Diſcourſe 
before thee in ane view. The Doxology in the cloje 
' being an Extrat great part of it out of the Pſalter (a 


book, which if thou deſerv'ſt the name 1 called thee by, 
thou art well acquainted with) needed no references, If 
by the peruſal thou find'ſt thy ſelf any whit benefited, - 
give God the praiſe, and tet the Author have thy 
prayers. Fazewel. | 
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| The. S2NoE: $16. 
The Text divided i into IV, Parts. 


I. The Afﬀfiiftion: aud that either 


I. Corporal. 4 fickneſs © deſcri'd by 
It's Onality, Birternels: and that as it is 


I. #:4dergone by Hezekias, 
Ob. God's deareſt ones are nor exempt from bicrer afftiQions; 
2. Reſented by bun. 


-_ 


Obſ. Narucal apprehenſions allew'd even in Exetcilcs of grace. 
It's Quantity, Great birrerneſs.. 


Obſ. Grear Sainrs exerciſed with great Tryals. 
The change, For Peace , i, c. Health, 


Obſ. The cruly 5ous in change of condition change nor; but ſerve 
God tor God's ſake, 
The ſurprize, Behold, - © 
Obſ. A Chriſtian muſt ſtand upon his EY 
3. Spiritual, Trouble of Conſcience. 
' - Obſ. Acoubled conſcience-is nor alwayes an evil —_ 
II, Tbe Deliverance : Con 


ed in 
The Ax:hor, God : Thou haſt deliver'd. 


Obſ. God is the Gole: author of all our deliverances, 
* The Motive, In love, and tbat xo my ſoul, 
Obſ. Bivine mercy is gratuirous, 
*-Obſ. Soul-love is rhe beſt of loves. 
The Dange?, From the pit of coriuprion. . . 
. _- Ob. All ourlife-cime wewalk on the pir-briok. 
11 The Improvement - and Aſſurance : Pardon of fins. 
. Thou baſt deliver'd, thox baſt caſt my ſons, &c, 
. © Obſ. God uſes to accumulare mercies. 


Is love to my ſoul; for thoubaſt caſt, &c, 
Obſ. 


Pardon of fins the complement and preien of mercy. 
_ From the pit ;, for thou baſt caft, &c. 


Obſ. Where fin is forgiven, no fear of hell or the rave, 
All As s bebind thy back. 


God's pardons are univerſal and abſolure, 
IV. The Acknowledgment. Where mark by the way. 
(The Connexion : For the grave, &c. 
Obſ. The only Return Ged expeRts for mercy is Projſe.. 
| The Synommy of Praiſe aud Hope. - 
Obſ. To rruſt in God is ro praiſe him.) 
As F Tho Negatively, The grave cannot, &c. 
/. Deach is a filent and hopeleſs Kare. 
— Ping, The living ſhall. 


Our life to his ſpeas' in the giver's praiſe, 
' Laſtly, exemplified, As 1 do this day. q 


hs. Signal -mercics require ſolemn Thankſgiving. 


HEZEKIAH Returnof PRAISE 
for his RECOVERY. | 


Þ 


Rn —__—_—_—_—__ 


I's A. xxxviii. 17, 18, and part of the 19, ver. 


KK ip. Behold, for peace] had great bitterneſs ; but thou 
t 1 haſt in love to my ſoul delivered it from the pit 7 
3. of corruption: for thou haſt caſt all my ſons wy "4, 
2 4 : bind thy back. , <2 OLE 1 
| 18. For the grave cannot praiſe thee, death cannot ce- - © 
lebrate thee : they that ERIth. the pit can 
not bope for thy truth. 
19. The living, the living, he tbe praiſe thes, as I do 
. this day. — + 


- 5 HESE Words are part, and indeed] the 
& principal part of Hezekiab's Song; of 
wr Thanksgiving , after he was om 'd 
S222 of 2 dangerous ſickneſs; - as you 
inde 1n the ninth Verſe, when all his thoughts 
were , as himſelf tells us from the 10th, 
to the 15th. Verſe, that he ſhould not 
lve, that he ſhould never eſcape this bout, OY 
Mover come abroad more, 1 ſaid, that.is,, by an» 
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28, ut? : Hebrajſm, * I thought, in the cutting off of my 
we, 7... 4ayes, (oras ſome Verſions render it, in the midſt of 
; 4 & rogita- my dajes) T ſhall ga tq:the'gates of * the Lrave : 1 a 
pe5 Prout© deprived of the reſidue of my years. . T ſaid, 1 ſhall not 
mo - 1371 ſee the Lord,” eventhe Lord in the land of the living. 


$pcaitari pri- - ; | 
mum, dein I ſhall never go more to Church , never have any 


ut? 


ctuary. 1 ſhall bebold man no more: with the Inhabi- 
tants of the World; never go abroad again to con- 
verſe with men'any more, &-c. So that in effect he 
- pavehimſcl up for loſt, as. to this world ; and 
perhaps:che - Phyſicians did fo. too. Nay, and 
which was more, when the Doors belike had 
given himover ;'the Prophet brings him che un- 
welcom «meſfage; thar he muſt prepare himſelf, 
For dye he ſhould, and not Woe, v1. Yet aſter all, 

-_ wheithe was in extremis, upon his -prayer,, God 
. was intreated to renew his leaſe, and to lengthen 
his life. And ſo as in the former part of his Song 
he: mournfully- commemorates his Sicknels : So. 
in the latter part from the 15th. verſe, totheend, 
he chearfully returns thanks for his Recovety. 

_ 2 The words, we have made choice of, belong to 
this latter part; andthere are four things in them. 
obſcryable. 2) | 

4, A fad heavy afflition. Behold for peace I 
bad great bitterneſs. 
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gi; Further opportunities to wait upon God in his San» _ 


+ 2. Amercituldeliveranceout of this affliction, 
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change for 
= 5-24 and: al this-with a ſuddets ſtrange br 


the pit of corruption. 
. Ablefled improvement of: this mercy , "For 
thou haſt caſt all my fins behinde thy back. 

4. A thankful acknowledgement of this im- 
proved mercy, in the reft of the words. 

The Affliftion aggravated, 

x. By a deſcription of ic in its own nature, 
both in the quality of it, *twas bitterneſs, and in 
the quantity of it, "was great bitterneſs: 

2» By oppoſition of the cofitraty bleſſing which 
it remov'd, *twas for peace; a word, that com- 
prehends in the notion of it all our worldly enjay- 
ments , all temporal bleſſings whatſoever ; and 
more articularly i in Holy Writ is taken for health; 


a bleſſing, without whichall other bleſſings have | 


no rellifl:in them , give no true ſatisfa&ion to the 
enjoyer,” For peace 1 bad great- bitterneſs , i.e, forthe 
health which the'thad formerly enjoys? I had 
had a very birrer ſickneſs. 


And therlaftly the bitterneſs of this change is 


heightned by ithe ſurprize of- it. - *'Behold , as'4 
ſtrange thing? Behold, how allons ſudden, #þort 
my: peace came zreat bit: rerneſs , as the NOISY reads 


it, 
Bitterneſs, and great bitterneſs, and that-i in ex= 
hedcty for a ftate of health arid profpe- 
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Behold, for-pedce I bad great bitterneſs. This was 
his Afflietim. 

Aod this much further aggravated ſtill, if we 
unde ſtand it as wemuſt , in a ſpiritual ſenſe roo-; 
that his ficknels calling his fins ro remembrance, 


and cauſing ſome diſtruſts of God's love; inſtead of 


that peace of conſcience, and quiet tranquillity of 


minde he had had hererofore, his ſpirit was now 
troubled, and greatly imbittered. And ® a wound- 
ed grieved ſpirit who can bear ? 

On the other hand, the mercy of the Delives 
rance wants not its heightning circumſtances too: 
_ | 
1 . From the efficient cauſe, *twas God deliver'd 
him, But thou baſt deliver d..” 7 

2. From the motive or impulſive cauſe, *rwas 
out of Love, notout of deſign, as maen uſually do 
courtefie : bur our of a free kindeneſs, and that a 
love of the beſt ſore ; *twas in.love to bis: foul. 

And 3. From the danger he was deliver'd out 


_ of, andthat no ordinary one, it was apit, and no 


ordinary pit neither, twas the pit -of corruption, 
even the Grave, the very ſtateof death.  — 
- But thou. haſt inlove to my ſoul deliver d it from the 
pit of corruption. - | - 
Sothen, however he came by his ſickneſs, he is 
ſure*'twas God recayer'd him outof it; and he'did 


—_ 


it out of Love, outof an cſpecial love he bore to. 


__ 


the ſoul of him , which was ſufficiently manifeſt 
ed by this, that his life was precious in Gods fight, I 
God delivering it from the pit of corruption. ; 

: Nor is this all. You heard *rwas a ſpiritual mer- III. ©} 

Cy , for *twas in love to his ſoul; and therefore #1 
the health of body was to be attended with- the 
welfareoft his ſoul: and ſo for a full 4ſſurance of 

| Divine love to his ſoul, and for a further Improve- 
ment of this temporal bodily mercy , 'tis added ; 
for thou haſt caft all my ſins behinde-. thy back , that, 
as God had imbrac'd his ſoul in the arms of his 
| love, (ſo the Interlinear Verſion, Amplexus es amo- 


IEA 
y F 


ÞF=. re animam meam) ad as it were put her into his bo» 
4- ſom, ſo he had eaſt all his ſins behinde his back, 
'-' Neverto come more into-remembrance. | 
 Thisis the Crownof Mercies , when tempo- . - 
rals are thus accumulated with ſpirituals; this a 3 
| recovery indeed of the whole man, when health is 
improv'd into ſalvation, and ſtrength of body ac» 
companied with pardon of fins. This is right ſaving 
4 4 Health , and deſerves the returns of a grateful Ac» * 
EE knowledgment vyhich-now follows in the laſt place. 
: 7 . -  Andthat isſet forth, firſt, by ſhewing the ima-- 
poſſibility for the dead ro perform this duty;. . 1V.. 
\k, which 1s very elegantly exprels'd by three Syuo 
'F. -  a ; | 59r f 
, Fer the grave cannot praiſe thee. 
538 Death cannot celebrate thee, »' 
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"They that go down into the pit cannot hope © for 
thy truth. [© Sr 


' which all come. to one meaning. 


And then on the contrary, ſhewing not the poſ- 


- ſibility only,but the probabilicy that the living will, 


i.e, ſuch. as divine mercy continues in life, and 


eſpecially-ſuch as are by that mercy preſery'd from 


, imminent danger of death, 


' — The living, the living, be ſhall praiſe thee. 
And this probability exemplified in himfelf, 
made good by his own practice, — ' 
——ASs I do this day. 


Thus having open'd the ſeveral ſcenes of our ' 


intended medication, I ſhallnow proceed to:draw 
from them ſome uleful Obſervations ,interweaving 
their applications all along , with thar brevity and 
clearneſs, as ſuch copious heads of matter may in 
ſach ſtraights of time admir.; and thar rather in a 
curſory Explanation, then in an elaborate diſ- 
courſe. DE 


- - Firſt, then for the 4ffliftion , "tis not only-bit- 
ter, but-in the abſtract bitterneſs it ſelf, The ſenſe of 
Taſte is the moſt neceſſary of allour ſenſes, it be- 
ing that by which all Animals live,and take in their 
food and nouriſhment ; and therefore has init 'a 
power to judge, what is grateful *and'convenient 


pa ph, 91 at 8 ve STEIN : na {3 1,06 
- LA 32-EN  a SAaM Do edt eds as * %* lf I MERE 
my” o TE 7 eos 04 oF TAP < ay : £2. + 
I; IG 2 10K PN 1-4 ON IT ws OMDEIRNSF, 
A, EE ee ee ee ren s a: Wo Roar dey 
INIT BITY ee BB POL OSS BE Fes > 


to the nature of each kinde, what not, Now there | 
: is 


o » g Gs 
L ) - 4 
. 1 . *% 
as AM 4 
o 4 . 4 Py 
| 
v z . 
, 


, R © Oy 
7 0 * wes "I J 
ey, ITS £ 4 = OT VT AS pi 5 $a ANY RN 
LSE = X o As "ot pF "hoW s 143 5&4 CO Oe <. ARE LOL Kd) : 
- - RES 7 " "us 4 3. Ge ER LH OT So £ > SEES £ 
vr Wet Cn OO 5. a og bye Wes 4 oy 
= X Be od r+ Rn - Who ts : ps - . 
, EY 3 OS " I > 7 a 1 
. Ve - £ x > NE 4 
P . . Ft [x Nw” © 
0 wp. Þ 2” hae. I 
F 0 Fre ry $alhss 
REA "i . 
* 4 -E rr 
- , : x 
* 
+% 4 ” 
** Mp k 
4 ai 
7 
5 
eds 


is no guſt the palate ſo much diſ-relifhes as the Bic- 
ter ; nothing, that" nature ſhews a greater abhore 
\ rence to, -or that-is leſs welcome: to her : | where- 
4 upon the Pſalmiſt in the perſon of Chriſt: looks up- 

. © on it asoNneof his enemies greateſt unkindeneſſes, _ - _. 
that they gave him * Gall and Vinegar to drink ; * ?/. 69. 284 
and - Chriſt himſelf upon the Croſs , (I ſuppoſe, 0 
' outof his meernatural averſation, as he was man) .- 

j when he had taſted of it, * #9: #i97, * He would not * S-41a1the? 
x drink it. Upon this ſcore 'ris,thatby an uſual Meta- *"'*® 2 
phor every thing that is highly diſpleaſing to any of 
our affections and ſenſes, either to the rational or 
ſenſitive appetite, is termed bitter : every thing, [ 

. ,  fay thatis any way afflictive to fleſh and blood, 
any thing that ails us in Minde, or Body, or Eſtate, 

: or good name; whether grief, orpain, or povers: 
| xy, or reproach, and the like; we may as Heze- 
kiah here calls his ſickneſs, give it the name of bit- 
terneſs :- nay, even though thoſe afflictions come 
«jo - from the hand of God himlelt our gracious Fa- 

1 ther, by whole providential diſpenſations every 


+ 


X; 
4 3 


|] particular event, be it good or bad, is ſo carefully. 

F managed, that not a Sparrow falls tothe ground. 

_ without his order. And yet this bitterneſs too, ff 

F-. though never ſo unpleaſant, may be made profit \ © 

Y- able, if we make aright uſeof it; as we may learn. —Þ 
two things from it here, an 


Lg 


2. not to be impatient. - 
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2. not tobe inſenſible, 7-8 $1904 03 
when we are under Gods hand in any affliction." 

. Hexekiab's being in bitterneſs teacheth us one, - 
and his complaining of it the other. 

Who? Goed King Hezekiah in bitterneſs ? ſick, 

and thatunto death ? this is bitterneſs indeed, that - 
ſucha Prince, who was a National bleſſing; that 
ſuch a Saint, who had walkt before the Lord in truth, 


and in the ſincerity of bis heart, dene that which was 


{ good in his ſight, ſhould be cut off in the midft of. 


his dayes at XXXIX. (for that was his age at this 
time; the fifteen years which were now added, - 
making up his * whole life LIV.} and ſhould 
by a bir:er and untimely death be ſent away to the 
oates of the Grave, after the languiſhment of a 
pining diſtemper. Hence we obſerve, that Gods 
deareſt ones are not eXempted from bitter affliftions. 
And what are we then, that we ſhould repine, and 
murmur, and think our ſelves hardly dealt. with ?- 
Are we better then all thoſe Saints, who have gone 
before us, who have pledg'd their Maſter in hear- 
ty draughts of his PaſSion-Cup, and have march'd 
aſter him in the dolorous way . towards heaven ? 
I his ſhould teach us not only with patience , but 
even with.chearfalneſs to take up our croſſes , and 
to deny ourſelves in our healchs, in ourfortunes, 
in all our enjoyments.. And to recommend this 


yertue the more to us, let us take along with 'us 


ſome _ 
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ſome conſiderations, why it pleaſes God to imbit« | 


ter many times, as he does , the condition of his 


Children and Seryants in this world. Now God . 
. does it upon ſuch reafons as theſe; for the chaſtiſe- 


ment of ſin, from which the very beſt are not 


; * free, fortryaland exerciſe of their faith and other 


Graces , which elſe would lie idle upon their 
hands: for whatuſe of patience intimeof health 

ho uencly for their amend 
ment and improvement. The Furnace is heated 
over and over, that., having all their droſs 


burat up, their graces may be burniſhed and 
-: throughly refined, as Silver purified ſeven times-in 


the fire. And .tell me now, O impatient ſoul, 
whoever thou art, what reaſon haſt thou to take 
Gods dealings unkindely ? Tell me, canſt thou ſa 
with any ſhew of reaſon, that he deals ocherwih 
then juſtly and kindely by thee in all this ; who 
orders all ſo to thy good, that his greateſt ſeverities 
are, if thou wilt but rightly underſtand them, the 
moſt adyantageous mercies ? Further, he does it 
to wean us from the world, and to take off that 
nk, which the fleſh has upon us, to mortife 
carnal luſts , and worldly deſires; and-giveus a 


| heavenly reliſh. Thus when the Breaſt is imbit- 
tered, the Childe will of himſelf forſake it. And 


laſtly, toprepare us for our great change : Theſe 
conflits and encounters we have with all ſorts * 
" | - C0 at- 
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and Specimens of that conqueſt, which we muft 
through Chriſt make at laſt of death ,; thar, 
as he has overcome the world, and ſwallowed up 


2 his triumphs ; and having fill'd up his ſufferings, 
[--- - mayin his name et up our banners and our tro- 
E: phies ; the banners of our confidence, and the 
trophies of our victory. And now, it we have 
any ingenuity to acknowledge our fins , any zeal 


and improve our ſelyes, any defires towards hea« 
' ven, orſavour of ſpiritual things ; 'in a word, any 
thought or deſign of living holy, and dying haps 
Py : What reaſon have we with more then pati- 
ence, even with kindeneſs and friendſhip , to en- 
tertain afflitions, which areto help us in all this. 
Yetletafflitions be as good as they will in the 
conſequents and effects, they are afflitions ſtill, 
and may be ſo reſented. Hezekiah no que- 
ſtion made very good uſe of his ficknels, 
and 'found as great benefit by it ; and 
yet ſtill after his recovery he complains of 
it , and calls ir bitterneſs. We "muſt be pati- 
ext, and yet we may be ſenſible of our afflictis 


patient; and yet feel his pains , and complain of 
"Bo BEER. 


ou rr 


- 


affliion, during ofr whole life, are but Eſſayes - 


Death in victory, we may be made partakers of 


to imploy our graces, any holy ambition to. better | 


ons too. We areallow'd the apprebenfions of nature, | 
 2ven inthe exerciſes of Grace. A good man may be 


> EN. 


thenitoo ! orelle indeed "cis" not a genuine paris 
ence. I do not think him truly valiant, whom ar- 
mour or amulet has made invulnerable ; but him, 
” that feelsthe ſmartof- his wounds, and yet fights 
- on. Thus our Savioxr, the Captain of our Salyati- 
on, in his Agony, prayes to have the Cup paſs 
from him, ſayes bemoaningly of himſelf, that his 
Soul was ſad unte death , that, as hehung on the 
Croſs poor man at the ſtretch of every joynt, 
flouted by his Adverſaries , deſerted by his follow- 
ers, forſaken by his Father, he cries out, My God, 
my God, &c. and being roaſted with the ſcorching: 
flames of Divine Wrath, he calls for drink to allay 
the raging heat of his thirſt. For although the 
Divinity could have deaded all the pains, which 
the humane nature underwent, and have raptur'd it 
into a glorious impaſſibility: yet that was not to be, 
fince the main merit of his paſſive obedience lay 
in this, that he had a quick ſenſe of the wrath of 
God due to fin into the very heart of him; and. 
that,, notwithſtanding che natural ſentiments. of 
his humanity, which put him upon -the deſire of 
? being excuſed , he yer with perfe& ſubmiſhon 
went through all the ſad ſtages of his bitter pafſ1- 


i ; on,” Yet now the world is grown to that paſs ,” as 
A\ if Religion were turn'd Stoiciſm , and ſtupidity 
| were Chriſtian Valour ; that people generally cake * .: 


it fora kindeof bravery, to be infenfible of God's 
| _ I C-4 Judge- 
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Judgements,and to walk uncancern'd inthe midft . Fs, | 
of publick or perſonal calamities $ but ſurethoſe a5 
of this temper are no other, then ſuch as the Apo» Y 
file tells us of, Rom. 1. 31. Poid of natural affeFion. w.. 
Thus then Hezekiah's being in bitterneſs teach- - | 
25 eth us to be patient, and his complaining of it al- Fo 
Jows us to be. ſenſible. And no marvel, that he u 
-  * - complains, for 'twas not only bitterneſs, but great 
bitterneſs ; both extenſively.over all parts, all over 
bitterneſs; and intenſively, all kindes, all degrees 
_ of bitterneſs, and ſo as the Original doubles the 
word, 219 2 one way in Hebrew to expreſs the 
ſuperlative{: ſo S. Hierom renders it , Amaritudo + 
mea amariſsima., my moſt bitter-bitterneſs , ſuper- 
latively bitter. Now , why God does thus at 
any time with any of us, to make our conditions 
bitter and bitter again , to put in great bitterneſs, 
more bitter ingredients ſtill ; beſides thoſe reaſons 
we gave before, (this inlarging the doſe being de- ."" 
ſigned to perfc& the. cure) we have two or three 'N 
x; . moretooffer : as firſt, to. beat us quite off from | 
carnal and ſccular confidences ; that being. forc'd 
to let go our hold of all our worldly comforts, we \ 


'W may ſtick the cloſer to God in our dependences, | 
F+..ch-, VpoRbim. And that good Hezekiah's temper was = 
£32.26. is 2 little too. apt to be peccant in this, the next [7 fr 
call d, The Chapter ſhews us, where out of * oftentation. he | we 
ers, Mhews Merodach-Baladan's Meſlengers,thatcame to ; 


cons _ 
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congratulate his recovery, his treaſury, and armoury, 
and ſpicery. And then to gut the higher value upon” 
the wie mercy. How ſweet would health 
of beafter ſuch a bitter ſickneſs ?- how ſoon are the 
- pains and throws of Childe-birth forgotten for- _ =? 
% joy -when the Man-childe is once born into the's. 74 1; 
WG - world ? the greatneſs of the danger ſerving to ags ?*-' 
__ grandize and heighten the deliverance. Andlaftly - 3. 
to teach us a right eſtimate of our own graces, and ' 
of that intereſt we have in God. Great Saints muſt Obſ. * 
look for great affliftions. A more then ordinary. 3 
4: Rrengch requires a more then ordinary cryal, Every 
Childe, every Novice in Religion can digeſt a lit» 
3 tle bitterneſs. Hezekiah is to be treated as a Man, 
-* to be put upon a becoming task.. The Sons of 
Anak, and the Zanzummim are fit for ſuch acham- - 
pion as- Joſhua to incounter. Wherefore if God, -Y 
who uſes not to lay more upon us then we are able 0 
to bear, has laid his hand heavy upon thee, has in- 


\ 


\ creaſed thy pains , and inraged thy ſmart : bear + 7 
up, brave ſoul, be of good. courage in thy con» 
flicts, be ſtrong in the Lord when he calls thee I 

' ;. forth to ſuch hard ſervice, grudge not to lay out . _ ** 
that ſtrength God has given thee to bear thee up "2M 

IT and to bear thee out in the greateſt endurances. 

Ja. Thus. Holy Fob-, when the whole world .was 


againſthim, the (haldeans and Sabeans, the De- 
viland his friends , and wife and all and God 
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himſelf ſeem'd to be an indifferent looker'on; bore * 


himſelf up ſtoutly againſt them, all; and by the 
power of God's Grace in him withſtood the worſt 
of Providences withourhim. The Saints are made 
glorious by their ſufferings , and ris their great af- 
fliftions -put the luſtreupon their victorious Gra» 
_ ., ces, when patience has had its perfe&t work. Hee 
zekiah was a man of great piety, and muſt there- 
fore meet with great bitterneſs. And this bitter- 
neſs in the next place is the greater too , becaule it 
comes in the place of Peace, Cujus ipſum nomen dul- 
ce eft, as the great Orator tells us, whoſe very 
name is luſcious in the mouth, and ſpeaks ſweet- 
nels, : 

We ſay, Variety is delightful;and 'tis the condi- 
tion of the ſublunary world to be whirl'd abouc 
in perpetual viciflitudes, to be as mutable and full 
of changes, as the Moon it ſelf, who has the Do- 
minion over it. And I confeſs, that the day-break 
brings comfortable tidings afteftelling the Clocks 
of a tedious and reſtleſs night ; the verdant Spring 

'1s welcome, that has been uſher'd in by a hard 
| Winter ; andthe Syn-ſhine ſhews pleaſant,which 


follows a bitter ſtorm: But on the contrary (which 


was Hezekiah's caſe here ) out of a proſperous ſtate 
to be tumbled into adverſity, to have new trou- 
bles'tread upon the heels of our peace, out of health 


to bethrown upon a bed of bitter ſickneſs, this - 
Cn OO, m_— 
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+. 154 fad change, and muſt needs go tothe heartof * 
_ - © .theſtouteſt and wiſeſt: when the remembrance | 
of their former good eſtate ſerves only to aggravate 
their preſent ills, Yet ſo it kems good totheall wiſe 
God toexcrcile his Children,to try their fincerity to 
the utmoſt, whether they have any by-ends in : 
cheir ſervice; whether their piety be real, or only x 
a pretenſe ; whether , when their conditions are 1 
| alter'd, their reſolutions will nat change too, and 2? 
| when a ſtorm comes , take to the hedge, and keep 
L _ a dangerous perſecuted - profeſſion company no 
E longer ; whether they will go along with their Re- 
i. ligion, when it goes as Chriſt did to be crucified, 
*.. 5 or with the Diſciples deſert him and leave him tro. - 
af 8 ' himſelf, This was Satan's argument, * Doth Job, 7%. 9 
| A ; 0 himſfe 
ſerve Ged for nought > and therefore ſtrips him to compiains 
. the veryskin , and makes that very skin uneaſie 77. 5.4 
; to00,by cloathing it all over with bliſters and ſores , 1 
that by that ime fob had done ſcraping with his »97ms, aud! 
"arbor he had no skin atall left to cover him, © 4h 


as : = : ns my hints © 
ut was * fain to get him a new covering out of the roken, and? 


aſhes he roll'd himſelf in, Yet Job, when he had —_ earl 


loft all, would not let go his integrity, but prov'd 037 The 
FM 3 A 9 j $ b + 
| in defpight of the Devil's ſuggeſtions, that he We y 


ſerv'd God for God's ſake, and could fairly truſt |,,,,, 
him for his reward in the next- world, Wherefore oY 
- tis a brave challenge of that Heroick Apoſtle, God's. © 
. - om, VIlk 35. Who, fayes he, ſhall ſeparate us from [,p, 3 
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trebulation ; or diſtreſs & 0f 
perſecution, or nakedneſs, or peril, or ſword ? as if he 
had ſaid, Let me ſee that Man,or Devil, or Thing 


inthe world, that can drive me from my: juſt con- - 


fidences , and bleſſed afſurances of God's love. 


And for death, he makes nothing of it , youch- 
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V | Chriſt ? all 


ſafes it not the mention, but in a parentheſis in the | 


next verſe, looks upon it as a meer {care-crow, a 
thing he has been uſed to, and now fears it not 3 
but gets him upon a place of Scripture,and defies it; 
As it is written, (ayes he, For thy ſake we are killed all 
the day long, we are accounted as ſheep for the ſlaugh- 


ter. And then in the two laſt verſes of that Chap- . 
ter, 'tis as bravely by him reſoly'd upon the ques 


ſtion; Tam perſwaded that neither death, nor life, nor 


"Angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 


things preſent, nor things to come, Nor heighth, nor 
depth, nor any other creature ſhall be able to ſeparate us 
from the love of God , which is in Chriſt Jeſus our 
Lord. So then for peace let bitterneſs come; nay, 
let great bitterneſs c@me ; yet ſuch a reſolution 
will weather the pointof the worſt change. 
- Butyetto _—_— this change,there is another 
ill behinde,; that 'twas by way of 
ſurprize ; it came ſtrangely and unexpetedly, 
Behold, for peace Thad great bitterneſs. When Scti- 


pture bids us behold , *tis worth our while to ſtand. 


- 


and look about ; . and this word gives us this leſ- 
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$- = ſon, that 4 Chriſtian muſt ftand upon his guard ; 
|  Prepate- for changes , and. be provided in omnent 
*eventum, for what ever may happen. In this po- 
ture Job ſRteod, - which made him bear the brunt, 


and receive the ſhock the better. The thing which I 
fear'd, * ſayes he, is come upon me. But it ſhould 
ſeem Hezekiah did not make that preparation , en» 
tertain'd no ſuch jealouſtes. We read in the Cha- 
pter before, that the Angel had diſcomfited the 
Aſſyrian Hoſt , and that Sennacberib himſelf the 
Monarch was aflaffin'd by. his Sons : which quit 
the King of Judab utterly of all apprehenſions ; he 


' 1s wrapt up in ſecurity, yet ſee, heis no ſooner 


rid of this fefir, butanother arreſt 'is ſery'd upon 


him : 1n thoſe,dajes, ſayes the firſt verſe of this 
Chapter, was Hezekiah ſick unto death. There: + 


ſurprizes him -a. bile worſe then Rabſhakeb, ſticks 


cloſe co him , and ſends him once more to his 


| prayers. Soaptare good men upon litrle reſpite;to- 
forget themſelves. Judgement comes like a thief in- 
' the night, and ſteals upon us : it concerns us there- : 


foreto watch , and to ſer a good centry, thatwe 


may.not be caught unawares. Burt alas! how. do 


we generally ſleep over our great concerns, and ne- 
ver heed evils, till they befal us ; which are with: 


- far more difficulty cured , then they might have 


been prevented ? Nothing .can be more dreadful; 
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us in the-deadof our ſecurity , beat up our quar- f 
|. ters, andcatch usunprovided. | 

+ -.: Andtill this affi:#tion has a higher ſtep, taking' : 
: ic in the ſpiritual ſenſe, for rhe diſquiet of minde, *” 
and trouble of Conſcience, ariſing poſhbly from the 

2 ſenſe of ſin, or from the Jiftruf of God's fayour, 

” = in this his ſickneſs, to which the deliverance 

with its improvement hath reference. Hezekiah's | 
minde as well as body was fore; and the Bile was 4 


not ſo much, it ſhould ſeem, in his ſide, as 'twas | 
in's very heart. He had ſtirches and pains of Con» 
ſcience; and his inner man was more afflicted, « þ 
then the outward; and his ſpirit 1abour'd under F. 
no leſs diſtempers then his fleſh did. And this'is __ | 
ſure a very MiRtive condition; when notonly '* * 
the Ciſterns of earthly comfort are filled with wa- 7 
ters of Marah, but even the ſpring of confolatis l 
ons from within, I mean a good conſcience, runs | 


- in troubled fireams of Meribah: when a godly 
|  . man's thoughts work, and boyl, and, as the wic- j 
#1/4.57.:0. ked manis compar'd by the ® Prophet, he becomes | 
E”- like the troubled Sea, which caſts up mire and dirt. 29Y 
 .  Andyetthus God deals ſometime with his own 
MW to take their peace from them, to leaye them as it | 
3 were in a ſtate of deſertion to themſelves; that ſo + SS | 
they may put a higher eftimare upon his favour, 
and walk humbly and carefully in the ſenſe of it. 
A troubled conſcience, then is not alwayes an evil con 
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theſe conflicts , to ſtruggle under the burden of 
their ſins, and the apprehenfion of wrath due to 
them : whenGod loaſens and (lacks their confiz 
dences, blots and obſcures their evidences, ſtapgers 


 theirafſurances, fills them full of doubts, and per- 


plexities, and jealouſies of their own eftate ; and 
ſo purſues them with legal terrors , that- he drives 
them to fly before the face of theavenger, even-un- 
to their City of Refuge, the Merits of Chriſt: and 
likely ſickneſs is God's time of Viſiting iniquity in 


. this manner. and then fins come thick to remems. 


brance. The wicked and the godly may in this 
reſpect liccle differ in their outward Symptoms , as 
to.the trouble and quiet of Conſcience : but inthe 
grounds of cither there isa' vaſt difference. ' The 
«egodly man, when his Conſcience is awak'd with 
ſome rouzing jadgement , is poſſeſt with the 
frightful forefights of unavoidable vengeance: 
the godly are troubled at God's diſpleaſure, at the 


withdrawings of his favour , and the hidings of 


his. countenance. The one has no SanRuary to be+ 
take himſelf to ;. his troubles immerſe hinv into 
thegulphof deſpair : the other when he is ſciz'd - 
withthearreſts of the Law , can by Faith lay hold 


_ pon theterms of Evangelical mercy , and has a 


powetful-adyocate to plead for him, and a ſuffici- 


_ ent bail wo ferch. him off, even (hriſk Feſws , the 
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Mediator of the Covenant. Nor again does their 
calm and tranquility of minde proceed from the 
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ſame-principle, ortend tothe ſame prafticez- the 


Wicked man's quiet proceeds from his carnal: ſecu= 
rity ; his conſcience'is caft into a dead fleep, 
* becomes inſenfible, by a kinde of ſpiritual lethar- 


gy, that 'tis not ſo much want of trouble as want 


of. ſenſe; wherefore he ſtill runs on ſecurely in 


his ſinful courſe : whereas the inward peace, 


which a godly man enjoyes, ariſes from the. aflu- 


rances of pardon, and the ſenſe of God's favour; 
and this puts him upon a careful walking -with 
God, that he may not tempt him to remove his 
peace. And this his confidence in God, and reſo- 
lution ok his ewn integrity bears him up even in 
the midft'\qf his dejetions and diſquiets, that, 
when he goes mourning all the day, when he 
| feeds himſelf with his tears , and in great anxiety 
and diſtreſs poufs out his ſoul within him , he 
can ſay with the Plalmiſt, Pal. XLIE. and XLIII. 
Why art thou caſt down, O my ſoul * and why art 


thou diſquieted within me? hope in God, for Isſhall | 


yet praiſe him , who is the health of my: countenance 
| and my God. For he knows that however, when 

God has taken and purſu'd all his advantages 
. againſt him, when he has laid load upon him, he 
Is {ure at laſtto give him a good iflue *6ut of _the 


tempration,. and, be his atfliion. what it will, ' 
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to procure himin the end a' merciful Deliverance”? 
which is our next Theme to treat of © 


F And this a two-fold Deliverance , according to __ ? 
- his two-told diſtemper, Bodily, and: Ghoſtly, > 
A. His temporal affliction , his ſickneſs, is curd by © 
6. -. the temporal.mercy of his recovery, that God has. 
. deliver'd his ſoul,-i.”e. his life, from the pit of corru- 
* ption, from the Grave: and his ſpiritual malady 
or trouble of conſcience by that ſpiritual mercy, 
h | the pardon of his ſtns, that God had caſt all his fins 
E:  behinde his back. 
; . Firſt, Here's the removal of his ſickneſs , and 
the return of health; and then, to improve that, 
here's the removal of his {ins , and the reſtitution: 
of his peace. FR 
Behold, for peace Thad great bitterneſs. 
NR But thou haſt in love to my ſoul deliver'd it from the 
\ pit of corruption. - | 
% For thou haſt caſt-allmy ſins bebinde thy back. 
© Thou. 'twas Thou delive:ed/tme. He imputes: 
_— his Recoyery here wholly to God. Hence welearn, | 
- * _ that Godis the ſole Author of all our deliverances. His Obſ.- 
ſickneſs might have come by ſome caſualty, might 
© of - proceed from natural cauſes in_ the general way © 
F- _ __permiſſiveprovidence: but to be ſure, God had 
. a ſpecial hand in the reftauration, That-was the 
_effe&t, and a peculiar diſpoſition of: a- particular 
_ pro: 
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providence, - and came-with 4. Maxdanus from 

heaven. I will not deny , but means may., and 

muſt be, and were here uſed ; but then *tis God's 

bleſſing that- puts vertue into thoſe means, and M2} 

- gives theman effeRualoperation. PraQicioners of oY 

Phyſick- will tell us, that a lump of Figs bruiſed | h 

- -and made up into a Plaiſter may be nounkt Cata- I 

' plajmto beapplicd toa plague ore, to help to ripen 

and break the Bile? yethere in this caſe 'twas God 

himſelf by his Prophet gave the Receipt , and in 

» all caſes virtuates and ſucceeds the means. Where- 

fore the Syriack Interpreter tranſpoles the two laſt 

| Verſes of this Chapter, ſetting the 22. verſe before 

the21. andthat very appolſitely to the cloſe of. the 

Song in the 20th. verſe, where he ſayes he will Sing 

| Songs to the tuned inſtruments all the dayes of his life 

in the bouſe of the Lord, Now, as the Syriack brings  [* 

it in, Hezekiab bad ſaid , What. is the ſign, that 1 ? 
ſhall go to the howſe of the Lord ? Thar L ſhall go 
abroad again, and wait upon God in his Temple. 
And Ifaias gave this anſwer, ſayes he, Let them take 

a lump of Figs, and ſpread it upon the Bile, (Which 

verſes inthe common order they ſtand in, ſeemto = 

be a. 554o 776749 out of their due place. } So nd 

that the Lump of -Figs ſhould according to this In- » 1s 

terpreter, be appointed here by God fora ſignas | 

well as a Plaiſter, nor only for a medicinal expedi- | \& 

> ent, but allo for a Hanbolical token. Thus ir is - | 
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-, alt qur tronbles and afflitions, that befall us, be 


it what itwill, or who it will, the malice of man 


orthe'Devil, Chance or Nature, our own negli- 
gence orindiſcretion, that leads us on ; "tis God 


that brings us off; and as we pray, that he will - 
not Lead us into temptation , (which he does but 


very rarely, and that only by way of permiſſion) 
ſo we muſt pray to him alone to deliver us from all 


evil. And yer this is not intended to lefſen our 
gratitude to too men , whole skill or care has af- 
torded us any help in our diſtreſs, as being inſtru» 
ments under God for our good. And fo the Pro- 
phet here no queſtion was concern'd in the good 
King's acknowledgements, and the very Recipe of 


Figs is filfd up inthe Records of Scripture. 


Further , beſides the, ſubordination, that men 


a&t as inftruments, in what they do forus, God ' 


is the ſole principal Agent : there is ufually this 
difference too; that men, whar kindenels or good 
office they may do us, they may do it for cheir 
own ſake as well as ours ; not our of loyeto our 
perſon ſo much , as for fome by-reſpe& and ſelt- 


end. 1 he Phyſician proportions his atteridance to. - 
his fee; and ſcarce any the beſt friend we have will 


do onght forus for God-a-mercy. Some perhaps 
may by the ſenſe of former obligations ; bur moſt 
by the expectation of a future reward are excited 


and moy'd to ferye us. Bur all God's mercies pro- 
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— wt nog ( 24) ; "EIEv, _s fy : 
© Cceed frompure love; ont of-love thou"baſt deliver'd, 
ObJſ. me. Ilay, Divine. mercy is gratuitous ; it Hows as 
free, asthelight from the Sun, as the ſtream from: 
-the Spring. Foralas! it we look into our ſelves, 
' and conſider how vile weare by nature, how more 


vile by fin; what can we finde in our ſelves, that 
may any way delerve the kinde reſpe&s, and af- 
icCtionate regards of an infinite and glorious Ma- 
jeſty ? whar, that may be looktupon, as a fit obje& 
of Divine Love ? Have not we juſt reaſon, the 
very beſt of us, with the P/almift, to hold up our 
hands in admiration, and bleſs our ſelves, ſaying, 


* What is man that thou art mindeful of him, or take(t 


any knowledge of him? or the fon of man, that - 
' thou viſiteſt bim , that thou makeſt any account of 


him ? He doth not want us , nor is our goodnels 
any thing to him : neither can our welfare adde 


ought to his infinite glories, nor our miſcarriage | 


ſubſtract oughtfrom them. It is our duty and our 
happineſs to boot, to ſerve him ; nor is he a whict 
obliged tous : when we haye done all we ought 


to do, weare to him {till unprofitable Servants. If. 
weare good, we are good to our ſelves , and if 


we are otherwiſe, we ſhall have the worſt on't, 
And yet to ce, how all his thoughts and cares run 
upon us, how he has made man thedarling of 


| heaven, andthecharge of Angels ; what bleſſings 
he daily diſpenſes among us, and what uncon- - 
: ceivable _ 
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* « of all his other creatures «too : His meaning is, 


ns 
a 


ival if we 
= will butfic our {elves for them ; how his proyi- 
. dence waits upon-us at our up-rifing , and our 
down-lying, and'in all our wayes conftantly ar- 
tends us, and takes that particular care of. us, that 
he has the very hairs of his head in »umerato , will 
abundantly convince us of his undeſeryed love to 
us, and of that love weoweto him again. O may 
thole paſſionate concernments, he has for us, move 
us at leaſt to be concern'd for our ſelves! The 
Apoſtle to juftifie this Allegorical expoſition of that 'Y 
*Text inthe old Law, * Thou ſhalt not muzzle the *D:m1.25.46 
| Ox , Which treadeth out the corn, out of which he _ 
_ argues the - maintenance of Goſpel-Miniſters, 
ſeems to ask a ſtrange queſtion, to ſhew that thoſe 
words could not well be taken literally, Doth God, | 
X ſayes he, take care of Oxen? Why, learned Apo» + c1/, 9.96 
| file, does not God rake care of Oxen ?, I fure, and bn 


that God's thoughts and deſigns are ſo much bu- 
fied and taken up about man, that He ſeems ro be 
the only object of his care; infomuch thar this 
very.Law of mercy towards the labouring Beaſt, +. 
(witneſs (to go no further) the very * fourth *Deuz.y 245 
Commandment, wherethe poor Als as well as © # 
the Ox, comes in for his ſhare in the priviledge 2 
of Sabbath-reſt) was by the Apoſile's argument © - 7 
© primarilyand ultimately intended for the cemporal  * 
' ” FE ſupport. 
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ſupport and incouragement of ſuch men , as are 
{er alide for {piritual miniftrations, to labour in the 
word. Oves & boves & prcora campi ,'* Sheep and 
Oxen and all Beaſts of the Field he has fo ablo- 
Jutely put under man's feet ,. as if he took no fur- 
ther care of them, then as they may be for his uſc 
and lervice. . If God lo freely love us, how ought 
weto love one another , and to help one another 
with all Kinde of courteſie and aſſiſtance? but above 
all, in a due imitation of Divine Charity, not to 
let it be a carnal affection, orexprels it only in {ers 
vice to the outward man, burrto improve it ſpiri- 
rually,that ic may be a love from the ſoul,and alove 
tothe ſoul of one another, 

Þi love to my ſoul. This, Soul-love is the beſt. of 
loves. T his is to oblige a man into the other world 
with an immortal benefit, to do his ſoul any 
good , to lerve him any way in that. *Tis the 
Chriſtian complement, which the great preacher 
of love St. John uſes in his Epiſtle to his friend 


ens 
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. Gaius; ® Belived , I wiſh above things, that thou 


mayeſt proſper and be in health, even as thy ſoul proſ- 
pereth. Let worldlings think what they will ; our 


healch and proſperity is , as our ſoul proſpers and 


does well: All our worldly enjoyments , unleſs 
weave the art to ſpiritualize them, and can by 


grace make them ſerviceable to our fouls , are bur. 


dry chips, and can afford no true real comfort. The 


very 


Fg libefty , and all outward bleſſings flow, @  - 


_ draw them moſt, will finde chey get nothing bur: 


' poral mercjes. to our ſpiritual advange, it we 


— 


- rells'us, that upon Land too, or whereever we are 


providence, from whenceour peace, 


without this are but Winde-bags , and thoſe chat 


vanity and emptineſs, fill chemſelves with vexati- 
on, and diſtemper z if God by his Grace do not 
ſanRtifie his providences tothe good of their ſouls. 
This is chat, which makes bleſſings to be bleſſings 
indeed. And indeed God does defion all his tem- 


would but comply with his defigns. And thus it.- 
was here with Hezekiah, whole ſoul was repriev'd 
from the Grave at once, and preſery'd from Hell ; 
for the pit of corruption in Scripture-ſtyle. ſignifies 
both ; from the Grave by his recovery, and from 
Hell by his pardon. 

To take the words in either of thoſe ſenſes, orin 
both; what a mercy of God is it to us all, to every. 
one of us, that are here this day that we are yet on: 
this fide Hell, yet on this {1de the Grave ? and what 
careare we oblig'dto in our walking,whenwe con- 
fider that All our life-time we walk upon the pit-brink? Obſ. 
We ſay, that thoſe that are at Sea, are _ ſo many _ I 
inches remov'd from death ; bur the * PFalmiſt * 7: 59: 5. 
at the furtheſt diſtance, there is but the breadth of 4 
a ſpan betwixt it and us. Now what a madneſs I 
were it for anyone to dance and frolick about: the 
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mouth of ſuch a dangerous pit, where*ri 
falling in, and impoſhble to ger our again 2 And 
yet, Odeſperate folly! moſt people of che world 
| arethus mad, purſuing the ſeeming” ſweets of 4 
momentany life to the hazard of an eternal ruine, 
- and the irreparable loſs of their immortal ſouls, [ 
have hearda ſtory ,- and I ſuppoſe many of you 
have heard it too, of a man, that travelling late, 
and being in drink, rode over a narrow foot- 
Bridge , where there was a great deep water un- 
derneath , that the leaſt trip of the Horſes foot 
would have poſted the rider to his long home: 
next morning, when he was cometo himſelf, be- 


ing askt which way he came, and brought to the 


place, the apprehenſion of his laſt nights adven- 


cure did ſo {urprize and aſtoniſh his ſober thoughts, 
thathe fell down dead in the very place at the fight 
on't. And when we look: back upon the follies 
and vanities of our paſt lives., how can we but be 
juſUy ſtartled, when almoſt every Rep we have 
trod, has been upon the pir's brink of deſtru&i- 
on? Thoſe eſpecially, whoſe defires ſeem to be as 
bottomleſs as this pic is, who cry, Give, give, and 
never think they have enough, and arc immode- 
ratein heaping up this world's goods; may look 
upon this pitas aſtop in their career: when they 
fir down and conſider, that within a ſcore or two 
of years hence, very likely in leſs time , all their 
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toiland gain will come to no account: 'Go. they 
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| n muſt one tire or other, and pack- up they know 
\ . _ -- nothow ſoon, and yet carry nothing along with 
\. ” _- themotf allthat they have. Beauty, ſtrength , ri- 
v ches, honour , profits, pleaſures , will all be loſt 
4 and ſpoil'd, and prove at laſt but care and refuſe I 
in-chis pit of corruption: this arr, the Ward- * 23:4 


: Ti) 
robe of our old caſtcloaths , and the ſtore-holeof 552 ,.4% 
our worm-eaten Lumber, We areall journeying '\>2 p.3 


1 "TRVT. | 8.11, 1 
| ſtraight onward to the Grave , and ſooner or later, /;* 3 
| every one in his appointed time, muſtarrive there : rg. old ci 
) | —__ wt ., Cloats anc 

7 -» but happy, chrice happy thoſe, who whenthey are | porn 

\ laiddown to reſt in the Grave, are deliver'd from | 
Hell, that other pit of corruption. And this He- 


zekiah was afſur'd of , that God had deliver'd his: 
foul from this pit;; becauſe his fins were for-. 
given, 


And this is our third ſtage , the Aſſurance of 
God's love to him , and the Improvement of this 
bodily mercy : for thou haſt caſt all my fins behinde 
thy back. : . | -——, 

From whence we may make ſeveral Obſervs:; Obſ; } 
as firſt, that God uſes to accumulate mercy ; to deal I 
; with us, as he commands us to deal with one an- 
_ other, togive us T gogd meaſure, preſſed down, and *s5, 'Luks? 

ſhaken together, and running over into our boſom, 5 38. _ | 
Here upon Hexekiab's prayer , God gives "_—_ :4 
A | tnen-.;:- 
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then is ask'd; lengthens his life , ſecures him and. 
his Kingdom from the Afſyrians , recovers him 
from his {lickneſs, and pardons his ſins. - Thus 
mercies grow like clufters'in the vineyards of En- 
gaddi, A great incouragement. for prayer, which 
makes {uch ample returns. The beſt Husbandry 
we can ule, to improve our ſelves, by praying ot- 
ten. A great comfort this too , to any good man 
upon the bed of ficknels, that God will both re- 
cover and pardon him, both reſtore him to health 
and accept him to' favour. Thus our Saviour 
in thole Miracles of Mercy he ſhew'd upon the 
bodies of men, was wont to regard their ſouls 
too, and wrought cures both upon the outward 
and inward man: as hedid to the Paralytick, ſay- 
ing firſt, * Thy ſins are forgiven thee, then, Riſe, 
take up thy bed, and walk. Thus caſing him firſt of 
the heavy load of his fins, and then inablin 
him to bear the lighter burthen of his conch, 


2. Pardon of fins is the complement and perfeftion 


of mercy. Bis recovery without this would have 
done him little good , and the renewing of his 


Leaſe have ſerv'd only for an opportunity ot run- 
ning farther on the ſcore, and ſo of making his 


condition much worſe then it had been. O infi- 
nitely happy that man, even in this-life , whoſe 


| finsare forgiven him ! all his enjoyments mult ' 


needs have a pleaſanc reliſh; whereas to the wicked 
| this 


AH 
ng 


ny i Coloquntidazhe Ee, Ho 100, which unpardon 6d. 3 
ſin gives them , ſpoils all their-comforts, and =: 
makes their: condition, be ir never lo ſpanoled 
and glorious, never {o ay and jaunty to the out- 
ward ſhew , troubleſome and vexatious within, 
like the Emperour' s Ermin-Cap , richly lin'd with 
pricking cares, and cutting fears : of which our 
good King had: now clear'd both his Head and 
Crown ; for he had God's promiſe , that neither 
the Alſy:i ian ſhould aflault his Kingdom, nor Satan 
his ſoul. 
3. He, whoſe fins are forgiven, (beds not fear hell g; i E 
or the grave. Hezekiah here is aſſured, that God 
had deliver'd his ſoul from the pit of corruption, 
becauſe he had caſt all his ſins behinde his back. 330 
The righteous man , ſay the * Provesbs, 1.e. he *p,.48 1 
that is juſtified by faith, and has his fins pardon d, 3 
#5 48 bold as a Lion, fearleſs, and undaunted : for 
indeed, what need Gal 41 onefear ? Let the De- 
vil go about like a roaring Lion , he has the Lion 
of the tribe of Judahtg detend him : and tor death, 
now the ſting is pluck” d out, he plays with it as 
2 harmieſs Snake; and to rake off even che natu= 
Cl apprehenſions of ic; makes it familiar to him 

y his daily meditation. 
-- Laſtly, God's pardons are ai FE abolute; 08/. 
They are all his ſins ; andall caſt betrinde God's 


back, never moreto be remembred, God pardons 
| rowgy: 
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totally and finally, notby halves or half way, bur 
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wholly and out-right ; he forgives: and forgets. 

We are too too apt tothrow our fins" behinde our A 

own back , and totake no-notice ob them; our «#0 
28 ' great concern is to get them caft behinde God's PT 
12 back. O. let us prize this pardoning Grace of 
| - God's; cndeayour to obtain itby confeffing and 


forſaking our ſins; and eſpecially in the time of 
ſickneſs, or any other afflition, when God's 
hand lies upon us , to make our humble and ear- 
neft ſupplications .chen to the bleſſed Spirit , to 1 
bring home to our ſoul this comfort ; to renew 
Qur repentance, and to re-inforce our reſolutions ; 
and having obtain'd forgiveneſs , never by any 
freſh wilful a&s of ſ1n to forfeit the joy ON of 
ſach an aſſurance. 


Thus have we ſeen Hezekiah Aﬀicted, Reco- 
ver'd, Pardon'd : we are now in the laſt place 
come to his Thanksgiving, and Acknowledgement, 
and that, as I noted before, ſet down. - 

:...t: Negatively, that, if he had miſcarried in this 
his ſickneſs, then he could not poſhbly have per- 
form'd this duty of praiſe. _ Ul 

2. Poſitively, that being now recover'd, andin 
aſtate of life and health , he will make it his buſi- - 
nels, as he ſayes inthe 20. verſe, All the dayes- of 
bis life to ſang his fongs in the houſe of the Lord. | 
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 . "»For the Grave, cannet praiſe thee , &c. which 

| words will help us to ſeveral uſeful obſervations; , - +3 
; In the firſt place, that The only Return which Obſ. _ } 

(4 KC God expetts fqr bis mercies is Praiſe. This is given © 

' -  hereasthercaſonof this his deliverance; FOR 

the Grave cannot praiſe thee; the living ſhall. God 

the Jehovah being an- Infinite Being, and conſe- 

quently, in his Eflence and Actions, independent 

of any other being, can have no Principle or End 

of his Actions without him. As in a Circle , the 

| whole round being in it ſelf compleat , the begin- . 

| ning and end meet bur in an imaginary point, and 

Wh! admit not of a real diſtin ion. And ſuch a Circle 

Ft is God, which comprehends all things, and is it 

k ſelf not comprehended. Wherefore he can have no _ 

7 other principle, bur himſelf ; no. other end, bur __ 

| | himſelf, in all chathe does or deſigns. He is the * 3 

| " 
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Alpha and Omega ; * From him and to him are all * gow. ut; 
things. He a&ts all freely from his own will , and 3% © 3 
wiſely to his own glory $ and in this manner we 
his creatures are to AR, if we will act regularly, .. 
from him-and to him. He is, as the ſupreme cauſe 
which excites and impowers all ſubordinate agents 
to a&t; ſo the Chiefelt Good too;in which all their "3 
aftions ſhould terminate. And in this ſubordina= = 
-tjon all other creatures, in their ſeveral ſpheres of 
I aKivity, comply with the rule ana method of their 
”- . --» Creator : manonly to his ſhame ſtands our, who 
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”  — has moſt reaſon to be, andto a& likehis God, 


wearing his Image. Good and pious men. hows 


ever do endeavour atter this , which is their per- 


ſection ; to live by the powerto the praiſe of God, 


that is, to act by his Graceto his Glory. Should - 
God require any greater matter of us, as ® Naa- 


man's ſervants tell him, when we lie on the bed of 
ſickneſs, when we are incompals'd with diſtreſles, 
would not we havedone it? and when for our de- 
liverance all, that he looks for at our hands, is 
praiſe only, he muſt be of an extraordinary diſ- 


ingenuous impiety, that ſhould rcfule co teſtifie his 


thanks in ſo cheap a Sacrifice, This civility we de- 
ny notto men; "tis a Phyſician's reputation,'when 
his patient recovers , and we uſually, befides his 
Salary , allow him our good word. Let not us 


grudge God the honour of a poor acknowledge- 


ment. 

Again, praiſing and celebrating God, and hoping 
for bis truth, (his mercy, ſay the LXX, his Salvas 
tion, the Chaldee Paraphraſt) are here made Syno- 
ayma's, tomean the ſame thing. It fo, then a 
generous truſt in God's mercy is the right celebra= 
tion of ir. To truſt in God # to praiſe him. I have 
been afflicted ; God has deliver'd me; I praiſe him 


* © for it: how? by cruſting chat he will till deliver me. 
| Ihavebeen exercifed with grievous ſickneſs 3 God 
has viſited me with his loving kindeneſs ; Icometo' 


return 
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return him due: praiſ 
by entertainingand profeſſing a juſt confidence in- 


—> a—__ tae þ-; 


argument of his truſting God his whole life after. 


\ Bowels, What then ? my praiſe ſhall be alwayes of 


. leſs ftate. The Grave indeed opens a wide mouth ; 


with. And how can Divine Praiſes be celebrated 


ſe for. his goodneſs : how? | 


God, that he will never fail me, never leave me des 
ſtirate, Andihis, as 'tis a comfortable, lo 'tis a ras 
tional and a'natural duty, We ordinarily do it to 
men : when we have had tryals of their fidelity 
in matters of any moment , we ſtick nor to truſt 
them farther, and by-ſo doing recommend their 
honeſt juſt dealing to the world. Shall we not. 
much more do ſo to God ? whoſe mercy and 
faichfulneſs we have ſo often experimented, when 
no onecould help us out but He He that diſtraſts 
God, ſcandalizes his goodnels, and calls his truth 
in queſtion. David is not aſham'd to make one of 
the firſt and earlieſt a&ts of God's common provi- 
dence towards him, when he was an infant, an 


* Thou art be, that tookeſt me out of my Mothers'* 2(4.71.8 


thee. A little after upon the ſtrength of this confi- : 
dence, he prayes , ®* (aſtme not off in the time of old *Yer. ge | 
age ; forſake me not, when my ſtrength faileth. "20 

Further, in that the Grave cannot praiſe God, 
nor they that go down into the pit hope for his ; 
truth ; ic appears, that Death is a ſilent and a hope- OBſ. # 
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but *tis to ſwallow the man ; not to praiſe God 
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cher *. phraſes it, all the daughters. of _muſick are 


brought low : and then for thoſe thiat'go down into 


the pit, they together with their lives qui their 
hopes, and arelodg'd now ina remedile(s conditi- 
on. No hope to be met with at the bottom of that 


pit, becauſethe pit it ſelf is bottomleſs : for ſo the 
Septnagint have it, 5:is 4%, Thoſe that are in hell, 


they that are in Gehenna, ſays the Arabick . and by 
the Targim the pit is interpreted ® the lake of perdi- 
tion. Hope is a vertue peculiar to life; and when 
the man dies, hope fetches its laſt gaſp, and dyes 
with him. After death there's no recovery. Faith 
and repentance can now no longer exerciſe any vi- 
tal adts. if chou dye in thy fins,thou will lie and rot 
in thy ſins, andriſc again in thy fins. Noimbalm- 
ing can prelerve thy ſoul, or take from thee the 
ſtench of thy fins, in that pit of corcuption. Death 
concludes thee to an unalterable . condition. Here 


thou mayeſt manage thy reſolutions, and ſhape thy 


courſe, to pleaſe thy ſelf; and, if thou wilt, to pleale- 


thy God, it thou wilt let his grace pilot thy veſſel : 
but when thou art once put into harbour, the ſhip 
then is laid up, andthere's no mending the mil- 


carriages of thy paſt voyage. Be ſurethen to live 


- godly , if thou wouldft dye- comfortably; and 


thea thy graye will proye a bed of ſpices, arid thy 
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| rgans and Inſtru- 
ments of Speech out of tune? when, as the Prea- 


* Cs <; 


aut be "25S, as 58 Phanixpaſhes in. ee of : "4 
a joyful reſurrection. -% 
_ \;52£0 draw.to a concluſion, a 4th. Note may be _ 
y this, that Life it ſelf -is a. bleſoing to be ſpent in the Of.” 
E giver's praiſe.” From theſe words, The living, the li- 
ving, be ſhall praiſe thee. The word is twice repea- 


| i | ted, to ſhew we ſhould do jc with chearfulnels, 
"1 with a life, and with conſtancy, through our whole 
1 ; life If we had a hundred lives , they would be all 


well ſpent in God's ſervice, Ic will be the buſi- " 
neſs and imploy of our eternity to praile him; and 4 
we mult aforehand acquaint our ſelves with it, 3 
and ſo praQtice this leſſon here , that we may be 
found worthy to wait upon the Lamb , and {ing 
Hallelujahs in heaven, But then if we would 
praiſe God to the life, we muſt live to his praiſe, by 
doing things praiſe-worthy. Further , conſider b 
what this life of ours is , 'tis but a breath. 'Wemuſt Y 
begin this task then our of hand,preſencly. There's ; 
nothing of our lite ours, but the preſent, the Nunc 
inftans, this very inſtant of time. For all, that's paſt 
of our lives , was indeed ours once, but now. is 
} -, not; norcan werecal what's gone. for improve- 
- + ment or amendment : and what isto come, is not 
ours yet, and we know not whether it will be in 


x - >. qur pour ,orno, and therefore the great duty &in- 
"© Tereſtof life is the right husbanding of cur preſent / 2 
"time, Yo this moment hangs our crernity ; and _ Y 
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_ this infinite advantage our ſhort-liv'd ſervice has, 
that he, that lives to God's glory here, ſhall hereaf- . 
ter be made partaker of it. Bos 


Thus have I as well as I could gather'd a poſe 
of Obſervations, as they grew in this fragrant piece 
of Scripture: and it-ſome Rue and WormWwood be 
found amongſt the ſweetet herbs,their wholelome- 
neſs will make amends for their birterneſs. Myrrh 
and Alves, as they are bitter drugs, ſo they are rich 
perfumes ; in either notion, great preſervatives 
they are againſt cortuption. The Pſalmiſtcells us, 
Pal. XLF. that ® All the Charches garments ſmell 
of them, "Tis not amiſs, if we have pounded and 
mix'd ſomewhat of them with the Frankincenſe of 
this days Thanksgiving. Which brings us to the 
cloſe of all, the Exemplification , as [do thus day. 

'  Andthat will yield us a conſiderable remiark, to 
makean end with ; that ſignal mercies require ſo- 
lemn thanksgiving. So FHezekiab is eager to go up to 
the bouſe of the Lord, and cloſes this Ode of his with 
a reſolution there. to ſing his ſongs all the days of bis 


. life. Andthis on purpole to draw in others by his 


exampleto partake in the duty. Thus David after 
 fuch a deliverance, Pſal. XXXIY. invites others ; 


0 magnifie the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name” 


together, In the 6th. verſe. as it were pointing to 
himſelf, This poor man cried , and the Lord heard 


£ $2: him, and ſaved him out of all bs troubles. Let 
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\_ © Tetus then ſhut up- all with « Form of Prazſe, wherein we © 
may all joyn, and every one of us bear apart: and] am - 
ſure there 1s not-any-one of this whole Congretation, thar | 

will not be pagticularly and perſonally concern'd. 


% 
} 


W-* praiſe. thee, O God ; we acknowledge thee to be the 44 
Lord." All the world doth worlhip thee, the Father -  ** 
Everlaſting. Heaven and earth are full of thy glory. _— 
| Thou doſt whatſoever thou pleaſeſt, both in heaven and in 

earth : and yet dot by thy Providence order all events, as to 
thy own glory, ſo to the good and advantage of the children of _ 
| men, Thou maaeſt all things for the uſe of man, and man him-- 

, ſelf for thine own ſervice. 2 
= we bleſs thee for thy works of Creation. O Lord, how mani- *YÞ 

5 fold are thy works? ingreat wiſdom and out of great goodneſs 
k& haſt thou made them all. The heavens declare thy glory, and the <- 3 

earth is full of thy goodneſs. | - "= 

we ftand obliged, as we are thy creatures and the work of thy 


| 
| 
| hands, to do thee homage, and to pay thee the tribute of Praiſe z 
) together with all thy works, which bleſs thee in all places of thy 
dominion. 
Eſpecially man is bound to praiſe thee for the dignity of his 
creation, being made little lower then the Angels. Thou haſt 
| crown d him with honour and majeſty, and haſt put all things © *® 
| under his feet. NF 
we bleſs thee, that thou haſt made us Men and women, after 
thine own image, in thy likeneſs ; and haſt breath'd into us 
the breath of life.- we will ſing unto thee therefore, as long as 
» we live;we will ſing praiſes unto our God,while we have a being, | 
That thou haſt gruen us an immortal (ſoul, capable of eter- \ xr 
4 aal felicity, and of a bleſſed communion with thy ſelf: faculties » 
I” of reaſon,to contemplate the glories of our Maker ; and of ſpeech, - 
Sf = _ To expreſs and ſet forth thy praiſes. er? 
J <8 Il our members were writ down ia thy book, when as yet-- 


there. was none of them: thouart our God, even from our a no 
a thers- 
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- _ phers womb : when we yet hung at the breaſt, thoutookeſt care 
" of a: we have lived at thy charge, and been maintai#'d by thy - 
- providence, ever ſince we were born. Oh, let ms praiſe the Lord. 
' for hs goodneſs, and for his wonderful works to the children of 


men. | 


Thou haſt all along ſent forth thy ſun, and powr d down thy 
»4in, to provide 1s our food in due ſeaſon ; and all thy fleps to- 
wards us have dropt fatneſs. Thou haft ſatufied our mouth with 


: good things, and haſt ſurrounded us with loving kindneſs and 


tender mercies. : | 

Nor have thy preſervations over us been leſs; or leſs conſtant, 
then thy proviſions for us. Thou ſecureſt us from the caſualties 
of the day, axd from the terrors of the night. 

Thou art at our upriſing-and our downlying ; who keepeſt uz 
both ſleeping and waking, and yet thy ſelf neither ſlumbreſt nor 
ſleepeſt. T, hou under ſlandeſt and guardeſt all our way. Day by 
day we magnifie thee for theſe thy daily fawoars. h 

we bleſs thee for preſerving us from the perils of our infancy, 
and from the miſcariages of our riper years. ; 

Then, when we were not able to help our ſelves, thou tookeſt 


265 up, ſetſt thy Angel-gnardians about us, who continually be- 


hold thy face ; and. didſt graciouſly preſerve us from thoſe in- 
conveniencies, which either the negligence of thoſe about ws, or 
our own infirmity,or the condition of humane nature,might have 
expos d us to. | 

Since, when we were grown up to diſcretion, and were apt 
enough by our intemperances & indiſcretions to do our ſelves 
miſchief'; *twas thou alone haſt kept us from the injuries of 
weather , from the rage of mercileſs elements , from all ill 


 Thances and ſad accidents, from the power of Devils, and from 


the malice of men, and from the calamities of ill times; and 


haſt often delivered us from the dangers and ill conſequents of 


our own folly, even when by preſupaptuons [ins we have put onr 
fekves out of thy protetion, "OE = 0 
'* 0 rhe unſpeakable mercies of & gatal God, which either we 
re | s have 
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wert never ſtufible 
; te ever mind or regard thee, and thoſe infi- 

thou heft from time to time laid upon us. 
we thank thee for thoſe early advantages f | 
"education, thet we were born within the pale of the Church , 


_ anadey the found: of the Goſpel, and not amidſt Turks and Hea- © 
then people, which know not thy name, and were betimes by hotly 


teſm ingrafted into Chrift s myſtical body. IS TIES 
" inc ftimable benefit, and that which can never ſuffutently 
be walued | though ſuch is our unthankful carriage for this pes 
culier favour, which thou haſt denyed to millions of men, that 


deferve it better then we ao, that we hath thy word, ſlight 


thy Or dinaxces,and ſroff at thy Miniſters ; and in effett,through 


ou peeviſh ingratitude, ſhew our ſebves as arraut Turks and In- 


fidels, as any of the Turks and Infoaels themſelves ave. 


' Further, we bleſs thee for the love of Friends, and the care © 
of Tutors, which put s upon good courſes; for the vigour of . 
parts, and the integrity of limbs and ſenſes; for our health and 
ſtrength ; for our peace and plemty ; for bleſſings, both publick 


end private, perſonal and national, temporal and ſpiritnal. 

Fox giving us further time and ſpace of repentance ; that 
thou heft net cat 1s off in the ftrength of our years, and the 
heig ht of onr tuſts ; that we are yet on this fide hell and the 
grave, yet in a poſſibility of Salvation, and are yet alive to 
praiſe thee, as we do this day, and to ſpeak well of thy name. 

we bleſs thee for all thoſe opportunities and advantages, thou 
baft ſo liberally afforded as, eres thee, and of ſaving our 
own ſouls ; that, if we miſcarry either in this world or the next, 
"tis not thou by thy grace or thy providence haſt beew wanting to 
ws, but we heve been warting both to thee and to our ſelves. 

Finally, we. return thee our hearty thanks, and praiſe thy 
vame, for all thoſe afftittions,thou haſt at any tpn lard apons ts, 
and for thy merciful deliuerances out of them. = © 
That, when thou haſt uifited our 1WMTHHHTES > | and 

: G : 


?.or the fon of may that thou ſpouldft ſo 0” on 


our Chriſtian © 


chaſten'd - 
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F . chafwdwfor fin, thou haſt met dealt withws —- 


+ rewarded us according to our iniquities, bd remempred 
mercy inthe midſt of judgment,and haſt pits am ke as a father 
pivieth his children, ( for thou knoweſt onr framez thou remem- - 
=: breſt that we are but duſt.) , © es | : 
== * That thou haſt laid no more upon us at any time, then we were | 1 
| inabled by thee well to bear, and by thy grace haſt ſupported ws | 
in our [ufferings ; and that; when. chad ſeen fit to put any 
bitterneſs into our cup, thollWaſt defied it for our ſoul's health, 
and to 4 ſpiritual advantage ;- and laſtly, that together with the 
temptation thou haſt given a gracious and happy ijſue out of it. 
= And here we band's intreat thee, O Father of mercies, to 
accept the thankſgtving of every particular perſon in this Con- $ 
gregation, for 7 thy favours and merciful deliverances vouch- FE: + 
Tore them through the courſe of their whole lives , and more #. A 
eſpecially be grationſſy pleaſed. to. accept the thanks of that thy / & 
ſervant, who being by thy gracious providence recover d of a / & 
grievous and dangerous fickneſs,” this day in thy houſe preſents | FT 
his offering of praiſe. F £ /- 
 - Grant, that both he axd all of us may have that hu fickneſs / | 
41d all our afflictions ſo ſanttified, and this his recovery and all s 
our deliverances ſo improv'd to him and to us, that we may ll | 
be fully aſſur d, that out of Ivve to our ſouls thou haſt acliuyr'd 
them oy the pit of corruption, and that than haſt caſt al; our 
fins behind thy back, 4 4 


b Thus ſhall our meditation of thee be ſweet ; we will/be glad 
inthe Lord, and rejoyce in thy ſalvation, who forgive(? all our 
: iniquities,and healeſt all our diſeaſes,and PTR, | on life from 
 deſtruttion. - | | * ip 
who hideft not thy face from us in the day of trouble; but re- - 
 gardeft the prayer of the deſtitute : who lookeft down: from 
the height of o>y Gndtharn to hear the groaning of thoſe that 
are confind , and to deliver them that are appointed unto 
TS. * : 
To declare the name of the Lord in hidtemple, and his praiſe 
C ; EY pf þ 
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ere be Lal the glory duc unto bis many? Lee 
ferimgs, - comeanto his courts : Let us ſa 
ron thankſgivi lare his works with re- 


fry not given us 


| claxe the works 

of the 9g 7 hou art our God, and wag il L pra thee : thou DS; 

2 art our God, and we will egalt thee. * Let us give thanks unts  ,*< 
Fj the Lord; for he «s good: for ' endureth for ever. | 3; 
» | The- voice of. rejoycing hor is in the tabernacles of f 
" the righteous. The Lord taketh pledfare in them that fear him; 4» 
Tr in thoſe that hope in his mercy. O Lord, our hope # in thee ; ; 2 
A\ "= wes never be confounded. Amen. pe ot 

| & Glory be to > thee, O God. 
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(P4ee 4. line 4« read underſtand, p9 {24 r.our carnal. p- 19.4. rs. 0 a aud; - 
Me | | l, 9 r. ſore. o 21.1.2 7:{or diſpoſition, r, diſpenſation, fol g.1.6,y.of our head. xy. . 
= i F. this r. his, 1. 19. before His meaning put in line 24, 255 26, 29- (Ne. x 
£ © - Sabbath-reſt) p.216.4.21.7.allitbings. p. LY 1.6. fer care, 7, rare; . | _ 


